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SUMMARY 

1. Dutch official reports European re-evaluation of Soviet intentions 
(pag6 1): 



YUGOSLAVIA 

4. Tito desires to remain aloof from West (page 2). 


25X1 


USSR 

7. Commentary on Stalin’s interview with a Pravda correspondent 
(page 4). 
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GENERAL 


1. Dutch official reports European re-evaluation of Soviet intentions ; 





chief advisers, reports that European liigher 


that, Except for the possibility of a Satellite attack against Yugoslavia, 
a direct attack against Western Europe is extremely unlikely within 
the near future. In their opinion, Soviet leaders are greatly concerned 
over the progress of NATO and the rise of national deviation tendencies 
in Western European Communist Parties and are, as a result, secretly 
passing to thU defensive. Although the urgency for a speedup of 


pointed out 


European defense is still generally recognized, 

that these circles feel a breathing space is more possible than is 
believed in the US, 


Comment: 


to judge the changing currents dl European opinion, and his report may 
reflect the views of certain Dutch Socialists who believe in a defense 
program commensurate with Dutch recovery n€eds. While there have 
been reports from other sources reflecting lessened apprehension in 
European circles; regarding Soviet intentions, this is the first Dutch 
report of this nature. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 

" 4. Tito desires to remain aloof from West: 

In recent conversations with US Assistant 
25X1 A Secretary of State Perkins, Tito pointed 

out that he would remain aloof from any 
bloc so that the Yugoslav people, in the 
event of a Cominform attack, j^BSinld not 

Iblame their government for provoking the 

action. To avoid a public debate regarding Yugoslav military supplies, 
Tito said he hoped to obtain them through commercial channels by 
means of long-term loans. He added, however, that if he became con- 
vinced that a Cominform attack was imminent, this caution might vanish. 
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.USSR 

• Commentary on Stalin's interview with a Pravda correspondent: 

The Stalin interview with a Pravda correspondent 
generally adheres closely to often repeated Commvinist 

I 1 propaganda themes. Its emphasis on the *^eace cam-= 

paign'^ and its efforts to contrast the aggressive West with the peace- 
loving USSR may be timed to coihcide with the forthcoming East Berlin 
meeting of the World Peace CounciL This organization has been repre- 
sented in Communist propaganda as much more representative of the 
people of the world than the UN, The denunciation of the UN as an or- 
ganization-acting for “American aggressors’^ may be intended to set 
a contrast with the expected moves for “peace” by the World Peace 
Council and to raise the prestige of that Organization, The absence of 
any reference to those Middle and Far East countries which voted to 
brand Communist China an aggressor contrasts sharply with the 


- 4 , 
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designation of the North Atlantic Pact and Latin American countries as 
tte aggressive core’^ of the UN. In his prediction that the Anglo- 

ultimately be defeated because of the 
^popularity of the war among American and Byitish sold|«rs, Sfadim 
attempts to differentiate between peoples and thpif 
gOvernments--a normal Communist technique that has played an Ir^l ’ 

-peace- campaign. Stalin's pr Jlcto may 
imewise hav^af^ted toward encouraging China \n connection^th ^ 

WendsW^^ anniversary of the Sino-Soviet 


The Soviet leader has made previous public state- 
ments regarding the inevitability of war and the possibility of peace- 
ful coexistence and cooperation between the capitalist and communist 
statements, Stalin has implied that war was not in- 
aHflfl til ^ world would cooperate. The latest statement 

Hmf while war is not inevitable, -at least not at the present 

fST w 1^^^^ become so unless fee peoples world (berhaps through 

Pe®«‘o th.il own^h^ds 

Is significantly abse‘^t!“'”®"‘ ® 9"*®tion 




